
MASS INTENTIONS 
    
  Tuesday, Dec 24     DEVOTION TO  INFANT JESUS OF  PRAGUE  

  5:00 pm for + Max King by Karen King & Family 

           + Grant & Ruby Kett by The Mattice Family 

  10:00pm (St. Ann’s) for + Theresa Mullen by The Family    

  Wednesday, Dec 25    DEVOTION TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 

   10:30am for + Con, Maria & Rita Mauro by The Family 
  Thursday, Dec 26 DEVOTION TO ST. ANN  

  9:00am  NO MASS 

  Friday, Dec 27                         

  9:00am  +  Dustin Chandra by Yvette & Lionel Gagnon 

  Saturday, Dec 28 

  5:00 pm    +   Lawson Webb by Judy Webb & Family 

  Sunday, Dec 29 

  8:30am  for  + Ted Montague by Francis Montague & Family 

  10:30am for  Family, Relatives & Friends of Yvette & Lionel Gagnon  

  Tuesday, Dec 31  

  5:00 pm (St. Ann’s) for + Laureen Montague by Catherine Montague 

  Wednesday, Jan 1 DEVOTION TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP  

  10:30am for Intentions of The Lionel Gagnon Family  

     

    

 FORMED FOR OUR PARISH COMMUNITY 
  

   

  

 

 

    

                                     
 

THE STORY OF SILENT NIGHT  

 
Father Joseph Mohr sat at the old organ. His fingers stretched over 

the keys, forming the notes of a chord. He took a deep breath and 

pressed down. Nothing. He lifted his fingers and tried again. Si-

lence echoed through the church. 

Father Joseph shook his head. It was no use. The pipes were 

rusted, the bellows mildewed. The organ had been wheezing and 

growing quieter for months, and Father Joseph had been hoping it 

would hold together until the organ builder arrived to repair it in 

the spring. But now, on December 23, 1818, the organ had finally 

given out. St. Nicholas Church would have no music for Christ-

mas. 

Father Joseph sighed. Maybe a brisk walk would make him feel better. He pulled on his overcoat 

and stepped out into the night. His white breath puffed out before him. Moonlight sparkled off 

the snow-crusted trees and houses in the village of Oberndorf. Father Joseph crunched through 

the snowy streets to the edge of the little Austrian town and climbed the path leading up the 

mountain. 

From high above Oberndorf, Father Joseph watched the Salzach River ripple past St. Nicholas 

Church. In the spring, when melting snow flowed down the mountains and the river swelled in 

its banks, water lapped at the foundation of the church. It was moisture from the flooding river 

that had caused the organ to mildew and rust. 

Father Joseph looked out over the Austrian Alps. Stars shone above in the still and silent night. 

Silent night? Father Joseph stopped. Of course! "Silent Night!" He had written a poem a few 

years before, when he had first become a priest, and he had given it that very title. "Silent 

Night." 

Father Joseph scrambled down the mountain. Suddenly he knew how to bring music to the 

church. 

The next morning, Father Joseph set out on another walk. This time he carried his poem. And 

this time he knew exactly where he was going -- to see his friend Franz Gruber, the organist for 

St. Nicholas, who lived in the next village. 

Franz Gruber was surprised to see the priest so far from home on Christmas Eve, and even more 

surprised when Father Joseph handed him the poem. 

That night Father Joseph and Franz Gruber stood at the altar of St. Nicholas Church. Father Jo-

seph held his guitar. He could see members of the congregation giving each other puzzled looks. 

They had never heard a guitar played in church before, and certainly not during midnight mass 

on Christmas Eve, the holiest night of the year. 

Father Joseph picked out a few notes on the guitar, and he and Franz Gruber began to sing. Their 

two voices rang out, joined by the church choir on the chorus. Franz Gruber's melody matched 

the simplicity and honesty of Father Joseph's words. 

When the last notes faded into the night, the congregation remained still for a moment, then be-

gan to clap their hands. Applause filled the church. The villagers of Oberndorf loved the song! 

Father Joseph's plan to bring music to St. Nicholas Church had worked. 

A few months later, the organ builder arrived in Oberndorf and found the words and music to 

"Silent Night" lying on the organ. The song enchanted him, and when he left, he took a copy of 

it with him. 

The organ builder gave the song to two families of traveling singers who lived near his home. 

The traveling singers performed "Silent Night" in concerts all over Europe, and soon the song 

spread throughout the world.           By Dick Smolinski 

   

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

 

 

Dear Parishioners:  

 

Christ is born; God has come to us; The Prince of Peace dwells with 

us! We celebrate Christmas, we celebrate the Incarnation, we celebrate 

God becoming man, we celebrate God entering our World of Conflict, 

Sin, restlessness and tension, to transform with the gift of himself, the 

gift of Peace. 

 

Today is another day for us to thank God for sending Jesus to teach us 

how to love each other and give us hope and salvation. 

 

The reason we give is because Jesus gives to us. The reason we love is 

because Jesus loves us. The reason we celebrate is because Jesus gives 

us a reason to celebrate. 

 

As this year comes to a close, I am thinking of all the blessings I have 

received. I am also grateful for the important people I have met, in-

cluding you, all my parishioners of St. Mary’s and St. Ann’s. No one 

knows what this next year has in store, but I’m hoping for good things 

for all of us, for me and for you. 

 

As the year comes to a close, I take this opportunity to thank all my 

parishioners who generously share their time and talent, directly and 

indirectly involved in various Church activities, in various Church 

ministries, in the Church groups, in pious devo-

tions, etc in order to help the Parish to grow, 

strengthen and build the Church and make every 

Sacrament meaningful. 

 

God bless you all my parishioners for the bless-

ings, prayers, gifts, friendship and greetings I re-

ceived from you. I really appreciate your generos-

ity and goodness. May God bless you and your 

families with a festive, loving and peaceful cele-

bration this Christmas and all throughout the com-

ing year. 

 

I wish you a Merry Christmas and grace filled New Year—2020. 

 

      Fr. Vincent D’Souza, ocd 

MASS INTENTIONS:  Masses are offered for various intentions 

such as death anniversaries, birthdays, wedding anniversaries and 

for the sick and dying or other intentions you may have.  We look 

forward for your mass intentions using the envelopes available for 

your use.  Each mass intention is $10. 

 

    

        EX-ORD. MIN OF  
                 HOLYCOMMUNION                    LECTOR

  
     Tues, Dec 24       5:00 pm            John Webb                    Kathleen Webb 

                     10:00 pm            Linda Feeney                Tom Montague  

     Wed, Dec 25       10:30 am               Wendy Hibbard             Ed McCarthy 

     Sat, Dec 28         5:00 pm                 Carolyn Jopko            Carol Carr    

     Sun, Dec 29        8:30am                  Linda Feeney                 Greg Lougheed 
                              10:30 am               Kathy Vanderburg        Audrey Whitman 

     Tues, Dec 31    5:00pm            Diane Lougheed        Greg Lougheed 

     Wed, Jan 1       10:30am              Wendy Hibbard         Carol Carr 



 

 

Thank you for the  

Christmas flower donations 

 

 
Jim & Irene Baxter 

Bob & Rita Bennett 

Mary Bene 

Michele Borba 

Anne Cavanagh 

Dennis & Ellen Craddock 

Sandra DeGrow 

Bill & Chris Doyle 

Frank & Helen Dubinczky 

Yvette & Lionel Gagnon 

John & Kelly Goldsmith 

Linda Harnett 

Wendy Hibbard 

Maureen Kittel 

Peter & Linda Leonard 

Monica Lin 

Barry Meahan & Family 

Ed & Diane Mihal 

Diane Miller  

Monica Montague 

Nick & Lynn Montague 

Tom & Terry Montague 

Randy & Rene Reid 

Bill & Izabella Selmeci 

Marcia Smelser 

Ida Soarer 

Maureen & JackT aylor 

Grace & Don Thatcher 

John & Kaye Varga 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF  

 
Emile & Mary Cote 

                                             Ron Gill   

Charles & Antoinette Maggio 
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DIOCESE OF ST. CATHARINES   

Bishop Gerard Paul Bergie 

 

Parish Pastor: Rev. Vincent D’Souza, ocd  

Cell: 289-244-9835 Email: ocdvincy@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary: Denice Gill   Office - 905-768-5726 Fax - 905-768-2229 

94 Main St. S., Hagersville, ON   Email:  stmary.stann@rogers.com  

Bulletin is found on the website.www.stmary-stannparish.net   

 

MASS TIMES 

    Weekend Masses:      Saturday 5:00pm;  Sunday: 8:30am St. Ann’s;             

                                 10:30am St. Mary’s 

    Weekday Masses:      Tues, Wed, Fri,  9:00am at St. Mary’s;   

             Thursday 9:00am at St. Ann’s 

    Confessions:             Sat at 4:00pm or upon request  

     Baptisms:  3rd Sunday of the Month. Contact the office.  

  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
 

Lord, I thank You for coming to earth so You could re-

deem me. When I think of the extent to which You were 

willing to go in order to save me, it makes me want to 

shout, to celebrate and to cry with thankfulness. You love 

me so much, and I am so grateful for that love.  Without 

You, I would still be lost and in sin.  But because of eve-

rything You have done for me, today I am free: my life is 

blessed; Jesus is my Lord; Heaven is my home; and Sa-

tan has no right to control me. I will be eternally thank-

ful to You for everything You did to save me!  I pray this 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

    

      Rick Renner  

 


